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How is Giftedness Defined? 
 
Children are gifted when their ability is significantly above the norm for their age. 

Giftedness may manifest in one or more domains such as; intellectual, creative, artistic, leadership,              
or in a specific academic field such as language arts, mathematics or science. 

It is difficult to estimate the absolute number of gifted children in the U.S. and world because the                  
calculation is dependent on the number of areas, or domains, being measured and the method used                
to identify gifted children. However, many consider children in the top 10th percentile in relation to a                 
national and/or local norm to be a good guide for identification and services. 

It is important to note that not all gifted children look or act alike. Giftedness exists in every                  
demographic group and personality type. It is important that adults look hard to discover potential               
and support gifted children as they reach for their personal best. 

 

How to Support Giftedness 

Educators play a privileged role in the lives of gifted children and their families. Their primary job is                  
to help gifted children develop their intellectual and academic potential in collaboration with the              
child’s parents. 

Teaching gifted children is both exciting and challenging. Research shows that teachers encounter             
wide ranges of knowledge, skills, and abilities within their classrooms. Teachers must have the skills               
to differentiate their instruction to help children across the achievement spectrum to learn and grow               
every day. 

Teaching gifted children may require special strategies like acceleration, flexible ability grouping, and             
even specialized pull-out programming. Pre-service training and professional learning will help           
ensure that students have teachers ready to help them. 

 
Gifted Education Overview 
 
Gifted education varies widely across the United States. While Federal law acknowledges that             
children with gifts and talents have unique needs that are not traditionally offered in regular school                
settings, it offers no specific provisions, mandates, or requirements for serving these children. Gifted              
education is a purely local endeavor and is dependent on local leadership. Unfortunately, leaving              
gifted education up to chance increases variability in the quality of services and creates inequities of                
access for students in poverty, from racial and ethnic minority groups, English learners, and those               
with disabilities. 
 

https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices/acceleration
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices/grouping
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices/pull-out-programsspecialized-classes


 
 
Gifted and Talented in Waterford Township School District 
 
The Waterford Township School District Gifted and Talented Committee was assembled during the             
2016-2017 school year. The primary purpose of the committee was to revise current practices and               
assess the level of need within the district. The committee continues to meet on three separate                
occasions throughout the year to review service delivery, curriculum development, and selection            
criteria. 
 
Atco Elementary School & Thomas Richards Early Childhood Center 
 
Students at these schools will receive global services provided within the classroom and by the               
Gifted and Talented Teacher. Since the New Jersey Department of Education does not dictate how               
services should be delivered, as a committee, we feel that providing all students in these grades with                 
exposure to gifted education practices is the best course of action. 
 
 
Waterford Elementary School 
 
Students at Waterford Elementary School will receive a broad range of services beginning with our               
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) class. All students in grades 3-6 will              
receive STEAM one time per week for the duration of the school year. In addition, students who                 
meet the selection criteria for Gifted and Talented Services in grades 3-6, will receive pull out                
services. Students who require additional challenges will receive them within the standard curriculum             
through differentiated instruction. During this time, the Gifted and Talented teacher will work with              
students on units of study which were developed in July of 2017 and are continually revised. 
 
 
Gifted and Talented Selection Process 
 
Students who are recommended or identified for Gifted and Talented services will be screened              
annually using multiple measures of assessment. The measures to be utilized include: NJSLA             
scores for both ELA and Math, Writing Benchmark average, Otis Lennon Aptitude Test scores,              
Spelling Stage and Instructional Feature, Math Benchmark scores, and the STAR Test. GT             
acceptance is for one year, and all students will be reevaluated at the beginning of the following                 
school year. 
 
 
Process for Appealing a Non-Admission 
 
The Waterford Township School District recognizes that not all children are able to be placed in our                 
Gifted and Talented Program.  However, we also recognize that not every process is flawless.  
 
Parents will have the opportunity to appeal a student’s non-admission into the Gifted and Talented               
Program for grades 2-6. We will have two levels of appeal, the first being to contact the Gifted and                   
Talented Teacher directly to gain an understanding of why a student was not selected. Our level two                 



appeal is a formal appeal which requires a parent to complete a form and submit it to the building                   
principal for review.  The form can be found on the district website under the Curriculum tab.  
 
The building principal will then review the criteria used during the selection process and make a final                 
decision about student entry into the program. Each building principal will have up to ten business                
days to respond to an appeal, but the principal’s decision is final and the student in question will                  
have to wait until the following year to begin the process over. 
 
 
Waterford Township Gifted and Talented Committee 
 
Mrs. Deb Parker, Gifted and Talented Teacher 
Mrs. Casey Bromley, Interventionist 
Mrs. Julie Lyons, Supervisor of Gifted and Talented 
Mrs. Alison Dimitratos, 3rd Grade Teacher 
Dr. Brenda Harring, Superintendent/Principal, Atco Elementary 
Mrs. Heather Kondas, Principal Waterford Elementary School 
Mrs. Elizabeth Scola, Technology Integration and Data Coordinator, Waterford Elementary 
Mrs. Meredith Vitarelli, Media Specialist/STEAM, Atco Elementary 
Ms. Andrea Palumbo, STEAM Teacher 
Mrs. Carol Young, 5th Grade Teacher 
Mr. William Wilhelm, Board of Education 
Mrs. Maria Yeatman, Board of Education 
 
 
 
  


